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European Airway Management Society

EAMS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2008 MINUTES 

The General Assembly of EAMS was held in Room 18b at Bella Congress Centre, Copenhagen Sunday, 1st June at h. 15:00, with the following Agenda:

1. Minutes of the previous General Assembly, Munich 2007

2. Treasurer’s report 
3. Report of the cash audit (2004-2007)
4. Exoneration of the Treasurer 

5. President’s report - Secretary’s report 
6. Exoneration of the President and the Board
7. EAMS official location

8. EAMS systemizing airway equipment

9. Any other business

The meeting was attended by John Henderson (UK), Pierre Diemunsch (France), Peter Biro (Switzerland), Flavia Petrini (Italy), Marcus Weiss (Switzerland), Ulrich Braun (Germany), Adrian Pearce (UK), Chandy Verghese (UK), Michael Seltz Kristensen (Denmark), Joerg Zimmermann (Germany), Calin Mitre (Romania), Vasilios Dimitrou (Greece), Johann Motsch (Germany), Gilles Dhonneur (France), Igli Zhila (Albania), Carin Hagberg (USA), Vicente Martinez-Pons (Spain), Janjevic Dusanka (Serbia), Silvio Cassio (Italy), Ankie Hamaekers (The Netherlands), Nicoline Klaver (The Netherlands),  Branko Weiss (Switzerland), Meray Judit (Hungary), Maria Pilar Santos Fuster (Spain), Johann Motsch (Germany),  Bilgin Hülya (Turkey), Kamil Toker (Turkey), Pejakov Lubica (Montenegro), Elena Dolbnev (Russia), Biloana Shirgoska (Mk), Danijela Dimitrovska (Mk), Harald Genzwürker (Germany) 
Some others attended, but did not sign the paper passed round for this purpose.

The Treasurer, Peter Biro collected outstanding subscriptions before the start of the General Assembly.

1. Minutes of the previous General Assembly, Munich 2007

The President welcomed all and asked for an amendment to the Agenda sent to Members, since it was necessary to deal first with the most urgent topic: Exoneration of the President, Treasurer and the Board for the imminent change of the official location of the Society. The Assembly agreed. Voting cards were issued to paid-up members.
All members had received by Email the Minutes from EAMS GA in Munich, the 2008 Spring Newsletter and the President’s Report. The President asked for acceptance of the 
Minutes of the previous GA. The members approved. 

JH asked for presentation of the Report of the Treasurer for 2007, in order to proceed to the financial issues.

2. Treasurer’s report 
Peter Biro was ending the file maker with 181 Members (plus 25 then 2007) and underlined the new Countries affiliated with EAMS.

Unfortunately we received only 10% of the expected payments (330 missing) and this means a total amount lost of about € 15’000. The financial state at the end of 2007 (on 31 December 2008) was at + 26’676.36 € on the account, with a total income of 12.834,96 € and expenditure for 10.615,81 €. These were justified for the reimbursement of expenditure for the Meetings in Malta, Serbia, Bulgaria, London Board Meeting and 2007 McEwen Award expenses. The last and most actual state of the account before the General Assemby in Copenhagen on 1 June 2008 was + 29’122.31 €.

Questions were discussed by the members for the use of PayPal for online fees payment. The system is now working. 

At the end of June 2008 the post of treasurer of EAMS will be handed over from PD Dr. Peter Biro to Dr. Markus Weiss, living and working in Zuerich also.
3. Report of the cash audit (2003-2007) 

Dr. Thomas Heidegger, Walenstadt and Dr. Branko Weiss, Zuerich, had been appointed to carry out a cash audit of the EAMS financial situation. They performed a comprehensive cash audit in Zuerich on 09.05.2008. The treasurer PD Dr. Peter Biro provided all the requested material. In the years 2004-2007 all the documents, invoices etc had been handled correctly. Dr. Branko Weiss was present in Copenhagen and made the report. A written report has also been sent to the Society, in which the revisors propose to relieve the treasurer without reservation. 
4. Exoneration of the Treasurer
The membership of EAMS present at the General Assembly were asked to vote for exoneration of the Treasurer and this was approved unanimously.

5. President’s report - Secretary’s report

John Henderson gave the President’s report, stating that the last year has been busy for EAMS.  It started with a very successful EAMS meeting (or EAMS contribution to Euroanaesthesia) in Munich in June 2007.  EAMS provided two Refresher Course lectures for the first time.  The Symposia and “Workshops” were well attended and received very good judgment from the participants.  

First suggested by Ulrich Braun, the Kirstein McEwen European Airway medal was presented to Archie Brain at the ESA award ceremony by Ulrich Braun and Peter Simpson, greatly increasing the profile of EAMS.  

FP adds that during the ESA Council the President and Jennie Hunter (the Chairperson  of the SPC, Scientific Programme Committee) mentioned every year many Abstracts on airway management are submitted to ESA. The other Subcommittees do not want to assess these abstracts and ESA needs our help as Subcommittee 19. EAMS members were active in chairing poster session in previous years and the same will happen this year.

The 2008 free papers were assessed in December 2007 by Pierre Diemunsch, Peter Biro and Flavia Petrini: JH thanks them for their hard work. 
The Council meeting again allowed representatives from many  Countries to contribute to EAMS.  A dinner, organised on 31st May by JH and Michael Kristensen, was generously supported by Ambu, Intersurgical, Covidien and Karl Storz to which we are very grateful.  

ESA and EAMS relationships are improving. One of the principal issues of the last few years has been these relationships: there have been many discussions, but the statements from ESA have varied. We pressed for a written agreement. After some discussion, this was achieved and it is satisfactory. ESA recognises the contribution of and independence of EAMS. The airway work in ESA and Euroanaesthesia is done by Subcommittee 19. It is perceived that members of Subcommittee 19 will almost certainly come from EAMS.  

One proposal from ESA some time ago has been that EAMS could be regarded as a societal member of ESA. JH recently received a new document from ESA which makes proposals suggesting that EAMS pays ESA substantial sums for societal membership, for holding the AGM during Euroanaesthesia and for the rooms used for the airway meetings.  We regard the latter proposals as out of date and irrelevant as the airway meetings will be organised by Subcommittee 19 of ESA in the future.  JH has replied and we await further communication from ESA.

The Board of EAMS met in London in November 2007, the main purpose being to make an airway programme for Euroanaesthesia. We have another excellent Airway Programme for Euroanaesthesia in Copenhagen even if unfortunately we have no longer had a full day in one room on the Sunday of Euroanaesthesia.  

We have given to Euroanaesthesia an excellent airway programme since 2004.  We have provided a forum for airway experts / enthusiasts from different European countries to meet and work together for the benefit of themselves and their patients.  We have supported airway management groups with teaching in many countries.  The future will present different challenges. During the ESA SPC meeting in Brussels in March 2008 Jennie Hunter, asked Subcommittee 19 (EAMS) to prepare a programme for hands-on airway workshops at Euroanaesthesia meetings in the future, possibly starting at the Milan meeting in 2009.  JH stressed that we do not want to compete with but to complement the Industry workshops and that the ESA workshops should not be on the Monday.

We have submitted proposals to ESA and these have been discussed and agreed by the SPC as follows: 

Milan 6-9 June 2009. Proposal by ESA Subcmmittee 19) Airway management:
1) Refresher Course Lectures

RC 1) Paediatric airway problems: Markus Weiss, Chairman – Peter Biro

RC 2) Management of failed direct laryngoscopy: Edward T Crosby, Chairman – John Henderson

2) Symposium 

S1: Hospital airway training

Chairman: Peter Biro

Zürich concept – the virtue of simplification: Peter Biro
Controversies in induction and sedation strategies: Alain Borgeat

Skill and competence assessment and maintenance: Flavia Petrini

S2: What can we learn about airway management from Closed Claims?

Chairman: Michael Kristensen

North America: Edward T Crosby

Denmark: Michael Kristensen

Switzerland: Sven Staender

S3: Evidence and Pre-hospital airway management.

Chairman: Arnd Timmermann

Evidence Base in Airway Management training: Georges Savoldelli
German model of pre-hospital airway management: Arnd Timmermann

Room for improvement: Mauirizio Menarini

3)Workshop 

WS 1: Strengths and weaknesses of supraglottic devices

Elective use: Carin Hagberg

Rescue use: Tim Cook

WS 2: Thoracic anaesthesia airway management: Scientific basis and practical issues

Double-lumen tubes: Guido Merli

Bronchial blockers: Alistair Macfie

4) EAMS Hands-on workshops: Morning and afternoon will repeat a complete sequence of the proposed workshops.  These will consist of 6 stations.  There will be 6 delegates in each group so that there would be 36 in the morning and 36 in the afternoon.  The current suggestion is that these will be run on the Saturday of Euroanaesthesia and that Italian members will be involved as Tutors in every WS.

1. Supraglottic devices (including LMA, I-gel, AMBU and Laryngeal tube)

Tutors: Tim Cook, Carin Hagberg
2. Anticipated difficulty (Flexible fibreoptic intubation (setup, oral, nasal), including simulation)

Tutors: Pierre Diemunsch, Michael Kristensen

3. Unanticipated difficulty (rigid indirect scopes, including Airtraq, Pentax AWS, McGrath and Glidescope)

Tutors: Flavia Petrini, Ted Crosby

4. Unanticipated difficulty (optical stylets, including Bonfils, SensaScope)

Tutors: Peter Biro


5. Intubation through supraglottic airway device (including ILMA, C-Trach, and Aintree catheter with various supraglottic devices)

Tutors: Alistair Macfie

6. Rescue techniques
 (including jet ventilation through cannula and low pressure ventilation through cuffed tube inserted surgically or with Seldinger technique)
Tutors: John Henderson

The support program, for the formation of national and local airway management interest groups or societies has been continued:

J. Henderson and P. Biro at the 1st Difficult Airway Management Course in Serbia in Novi Sad 23-24 March 2007; 

P. Biro at the XV National Congress of Anesthesiology in Bulgaria, in Nessebar 4-7 October 2007; 

P. Biro at the 2nd Difficult Airway Management Course in Serbia in Novi Sad 28-29 March 2008. 

Future events already arranged are: John Henderson at an airway meeting in Albania on 28th July and participation of John Henderson, Pierre Diemunsch and Peter Biro at the EAMS Airway Session during the 21st International ISA Triennial Congress Tel Aviv 16 September 2008; F.Petrini and P. Biro for the Bulgarian Meeting in Sofia, on 9-10 October; John Henderson and Peter Biro for Heidelberger Atemwegsymposium on 21-22 November; John Henderson and Peter Biro at the session for airway management during the Annual Congress of the Russian Federeation of Anaesthesiologists St.Petersburg 23-26 October 2008; F.Petrini, M.Sorbello and G.Merli for Vienna Hands on Workshop on 13-14 March 2009.
6. Exoneration of President and Board
The membership of EAMS present at the General Assembly were asked to vote for exoneration of the President and Board and this was approved unanimously.

7. EAMS official location

Pierre Diemunsch has taken on the responsibility of transferring the official location to Strasbourg. The society will be run from Strasbourg in the future. There have been some problems to solve. French law about tax-free organisations requires a larger committee structure than does German law. The needing documents for the EAMS translocation from Gottingen to Strasburg were included in a letter sent by U.Braun to the incoming President. Over many years Ulrich Braun has made annual reports for the German tax authorities. 
The official location of EAMS has been Bovenden, residence town of Ulrich Braun, since the inception of EAMS. U.B. started with a Rechtsanwalt und Notar (Hermann Kriston, lawyer with the right to act as notary) to work for Amtsgericht, Registergericht (lower district court, tribunal de premiere instance) and Finanzamt (tax authorities, perception). 

A new one will be selected in Strasbourg and present the matter for registration of the Society at the lower district court to him. 

EAMS is a tax-free society from the beginning. When the Society is registered in this way, the tax authorities check if the tax-free status is justified. They have done this in 2005 for 2004 and now again for the years 2005-2007. The same will be prepared for the years 2005-2007. 

8. EAMS systemizing airway equipment 

A work for systemizing airway equipment has been done by PB, but this needs for a further discussion before circulation.

9.  Any other business 

No work has been done on mandatory reporting of airway incidents.

Pierre Diemunsch has come forward with new proposals for workshops.  These could form a template for future developments. The background is that Gilles d’Honneur, Professor in Paris, has been developing airway management courses for some years.  He has proposed development, with EAMS, of a new structure of airway management training.

Web site:  Adrian Pearce has done an excellent job on the Web site and we are aware that has spent some of his own money.  Even if JH has never got round to discussing this he asked him to send the list of his expenses to be reimbursed.  

Since some time ago the web master work has been taken on by Massimiliano Sorbello. There is some technical delay in changing the web-domain registration (we need a new one); the President is waiting for further communication from Sorbello.

Thanks were given to Adrian for all his hard work.

There is much to be done in the future for Euroanaesthesia and for European airway activities: The ESA Board has just announced that it wishes to develop European Guidelines for different areas of the practice of anaesthesiology. Flavia is included in this Guideline Study Group and she refers about the first meeting held two days previously.

9. Report on Council Meeting

John Henderson reported on the Council meeting held on the previous day. The main function of the Council is to elect the Board.

Flavia Petrini had come to the end of her 2 year term as Secretary, but had agreed to a request from the EAMS Board to stand for a further 2-year term. EAMS members were given the opportunity to propose an alternative candidate, but no such proposal was received. The Council unanimously agreed that Flavia Petrini should continue as secretary. John Henderson thanked Flavia Petrini for her work.

Peter Biro had finished 5 years as Treasurer and a new Treasurer was needed. The Board asked Markus Weiss whether he would be prepared to stand for this position and he agreed. The EAMS members were given the opportunity to propose and alternative candidate, but no such proposal was received. The Council unanimously voted that Markus Weiss was elected as Treasurer.

John Henderson had finished his 2-year term as President. Pierre Diemunsch had already been elected as President-Elect and he now became President with immediate effect. He now took over chairing he General Assembly.

Pierre Diemunsch presented to John Henderson and Peter Biro certificates thanking them for their contribution to EAMS.

Pierre Diemunsch spoke about his aims for development of EAMS in the next 2 years.

At 17:00 the EAMS General Assembly ended.

John Henderson  

    Flavia Petrini 


    Peter Biro

President 


       Secretary


                Treasurer
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