EAMS president's Report 2009

Dear EAMS members, Dear Friends

Please find below the summary of the main events that took place in our European Airway Management Society since our meeting in Copenhagen. The continuity of our activities as initiated by the precedent Boards has been followed very respectfully; nevertheless, some changes occurred in perfect harmony with the EAMS spirit. 
At the last ESA meeting in Copenhagen, the EAMS scientific activities were conducted in the frame of the Subcommittee 19 : Airway Management. Thanks to the exceptional skills of our Past President John Henderson, the relations between EAMS and ESA became even closer, not only for the Annual Meeting but also since EAMS is now as a full Subcommittee, the SC 19. Many functions which EAMS has performed for ESA are now performed by ESA SC19. However the people are largely the same and the two organisations share the same ethos. ESA SC19 depends on EAMS personnel. However, SC19 is answerable to ESA.  ESA may suggest members to the SC19 chairperson, and new personnel must be ratified by ESA.  No problems are anticipated with this structure. The special feature of this venture is that the EAMS still remains a specific and self conducting entity, but with all the prerogatives and fruitful connections offered by consisting of a subgroup of the ESA. EAMS maintains its own membership and council. It runs its own Council Meeting and General Assembly and Web site.  It is involved independently in helping organise airway meetings in various countries in and outside Europe. 
We are particularly proud and thankful to the ESA Board for this proof of consideration and trust. 

As far as the Copenhagen meeting is concerned, EAMS - Subcommittee 19 participated particularly actively in the scientific program under the Chair of John. The Society presented three refresher courses, two symposia and two workshops on Airway Management Guidelines across Europe. The comparison proved really interesting and was brightly presented by Giulio Frova. As usual, EAMS officers also acted as chairpersons and moderators at different free paper sessions about our topic. A special thank to Elizabeth Beringer from LA who very kindly gave a hand in this matter. 
During our Council Meeting, we welcomed new members and had the pleasure of the visit of two Chinese colleagues. No obstacle is seen for having them as associate members in the EAMS. During the General Assembly, after the treasurer’s report clear and straightforward as usual when done by Peter Biro, Peter told us he will pass the flag to Markus Weiss as new treasurer. Thanks a lot Peter for an outstanding job at the service of this Society. Flavia Petrini gave the secretary's address and John Henderson gave his report as president. This was his last report as president and he ended his presentation by passing the flag to the president elect. It was decided to held the next board meeting in Strasbourg in end 2008. Our EAMS dinner was sponsored by the Ambu Covidien, Intersurgical and Prodol Companies. We were honoured by the presence of Jennie Hunter.
Within the frame of the ESA , the EAMS board members were again in charge of reviewing the Airway related abstracts, this time for the Milan ESA Annual Meeting. This work is very interesting but somewhat time consuming and the deadlines are quite short. The effort was done in due time and at the satisfaction of the ESA Officers. The EAMS also prepared a template for the ESA Meeting 2010 in Helsinki. Peter Biro was kind enough to represent the SC 19 at the official ESA Program Meeting in Brussels in March 2009.
The EAMS supported many medical meetings and members of the Society gave lectures and conducted workshops devoted to airway management in many meetings and countries.
In this frame, John Henderson acted in Albania, Israel and Russia.  Peter Biro was our ambassador in Israel and Serbia, Bulgaria, Russia, Montenegro and Romania. Other meetings where the EAMS was active include the SIVA Winter Meeting in Crans Montana and the STAAR Meeting in Hammamet, Tunisia.  Ongoing contacts for participations of the EAMS at airway meetings are in progress with our Turkish friends, namely Kamil Toker.
One particular event was the organisation by the EAMS of the Airway Management Workshop of the ISICEM Meeting in March 2009 in Brussels. This meeting is the number one worldwide for intensive care and we could present a twelve stations workshop staffed by members and non members of the EAMS. This session was very successful and was supported by Ambu, Cook, KarlStorz and Covidien Companies.
The EAMS Board Meeting took place in Strasbourg on December 11 2008. The transfer of the legal location of the Society in Strasbourg became official a few days before. This transfer was a bit difficult and needed the rotation of a letter for signature by the founding members. Thanks to the swift cooperation of everyone, we finally got registered at the Strasbourg Court. The new address of the EAMS is at the Department of Anaesthesia, Hôpital Universitaire de Hautepierre, 67000 Strasbourg, France. Conversely, the location of the bank account does not change. It stays in Zurich and this is really convenient since the past and present treasurers live in that very city.
During this Board Meeting, many aspects of our activities were addressed. The 2010 Subcommittee 19 - EAMS Euroanaesthesia program was briefly introduced. New directions for actions were presented as the participation in the ESA Guidelines, the introduction of research programs coordinated by the EAMS, and the "exportation "of the knowhow of the Society in teaching as for instance at the ISICEM meeting. The "Covidien Airway Course" has been presented. This project is currently dormant. 
Adrian Pearce kindly accepted to act as the Webmaster for EAMS again, until another good will becomes ready to take over this important task.
The future is already here: Thanks to Flavia and John, we will have our first airway management workshop at the ESA meeting in Milan. This organization has been a huge amount of work in order to define the topics, find the experts, and convince the industry to participate. We all are very excited to see the achievement of our two "Hands On" experts and to actively participate to this new EAMS project. 
Indeed, after this first issue in Milan, voluntarily limited in the number of attendees, we expect to run hands-on airway workshops on a larger scale from the Helsinki 2010meeting on.
We trust the next EAMS year will again bring a lot of exciting new ventures and extent to all my very
Best Regards,
Pierre Diemunsch, 

EAMS President.

