A PROPOSAL FOR CONSIDERATION BY COUNCIL


EUROPEAN AIRWAY MANAGEMENT SOCIETY
STATEMENT OF INTENT

1] The Society is committed to achieving and maintaining ultra-low levels of adverse outcomes due to airway management in all patients within the European Union.

2] The Society believes that each country within the European Union should have a defined strategy to achieve and maintain ultra-low levels of adverse outcomes from airway management. The national strategy for airway management should incorporate the following components of process and audit.

(i) There should be a capable and competent Body, Committee or Society which devises, implements, oversees, monitors and adjusts the strategy.
(ii) The training syllabus of anaesthetists and other critical care practitioners should include appropriate airway management topics.

(iii) The training syllabus should be reviewed at appropriate intervals to incorporate new information, equipment, techniques and findings from adverse outcomes.

(iv) A set of core knowledge, skills, attitudes and equipment should be formulated, distributed and known by all practitioners. The core topics should cover at least routine airway management, anticipated difficulties and unanticipated difficult intubation and ventilation.

(v) All practitioners can expect to receive training and education in core topics.

(vi) Practitioners can expect to work in an environment in which the necessary equipment and assistance is available. This equipment will be that required in the national core topics or that required by local agreement. All practitioners can expect to receive supplementary training in locally agreed airway management policies.

(vii) Adverse outcomes should be discussed openly and without blame at local or regional level to effect improvement through the audit cycle.

(viii) There should be a national system of data collection for all serious adverse outcomes. A reliable and formal process of analysis of the data must be linked to implementation of appropriate changes in the training syllabus, core topics or equipment. 

3] The Society seeks to improve outcomes from airway management in Europe by providing practical help in devising and implementing national strategy, reviewing and benchmarking national policies and strategic aims, highlighting and disseminating good practice and providing opportunities for interaction between members from different countries.
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